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● ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᑎᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᖕᖏᑐᑦᓯᐊᖑᒍᓇᐅᓱᖑᕙᑦ? ᖃᓅᖅ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᑎᑦ?

● ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᑎᑦ ᖁᐃᓂᔫᓱᖑᕙᑦ?
● ᑕᑯᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᕖᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓯᓕᓐᓂᒃ/ᑐᖁᖓᔪᓂᒃ? 

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᔪᓃᒃ ᑕᑯᓯᒪᕕᑦ?

Examples of questions from interviews:
ᐅᑦᑐᕋᐅᑏᑦ ᐊᐱᕆᒍᑎᓂᒃ ᐱᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᐱᕐᓱᑕᐅᔪᕕᓂᕐᓂᑦ:

● Do the polar bears you see look 
healthy? How can you tell?

● Are bears fat when you see then?
● Do you ever observe sick/dead polar 

bears? What have you observed?



Abundance ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑦ

Subpopulation
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ  
ᐊᕕᑦᑐᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ

Inuit Knowledge
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ  ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᑐᖃᖏᑦ

Southern 
Hudson Bay
ᑕᓯᐅᔭᕐᔪᐊᑉ 
ᓯᕿᓂᐊ

1940s-60s very few bears
1960s-80s population growing 
1980’s to present – greater increase
(Umiujaq – only seeing bears in the last 25 years)

1940-60 ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᖕᖏᑐᒻᒪᕇᑦ
1960-80 ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᖕᖑᐸᓪᓕᐊᓯᔪᑦ
1980 ᐅᒃᓗᒥᒧᑦ – ᐊᒥᓱᖕᖑᓂᕐᓭᑦ
(ᐅᒥᐅᔭᕐᒥᐅᑦ –ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᓱᕈᕐᖃᒦᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᕐᓂ 25-ᓂ 
ᐊᓂᒍᕐᑐᓂ)

“There used to be none, absolutely 

nothing when we were children, and 

now today I know [there are] a lot.” 

- Resident of Inukjuak

Increased
ᐊᒥᓱᖕᖑᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᑦ

“ᓇᓄᖃᕐᐸᓚᐅᖕᖏᑐᖅ. ᐱᑕᖃᖕᖏᓚᕆᑦᓱᑎᒃ 
ᑲᒃᑲᓛᒍᑎᓪᓗᑕ, ᑕᑕᒐᓕ ᐅᒃᓗᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔪᖓ 

[ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᓕᕐᑐᑦ] ᐱᑕᓕᐊᓗᓕᕐᑐᑦ”
        - ᐃᓄᑦᔪᐊᒥᐅᖅ



Subpopulation
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ  ᐊᕕᑦᑐᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ

Inuit Knowledge
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ  ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᑐᖃᖏᑦ

Southern Hudson Bay
ᑕᓯᐅᔭᕐᔪᐊᑉ  ᓯᕿᓂᐊ

Generally observed as healthy, with seasonal variations in 
body condition.
ᐃᓘᓐᓈᒍᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᖕᖏᑐᑦᓯᐊᑦ, ᑕᕐᕿᓂᒃ ᒪᓕᑦᓱᑎᒃ 
ᐊᕙᑎᖏᑦ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᑕᕐᑐᑦ.

● Fatter in winter, 
ᐅᑭᐅᓯ ᖁᐃᓂᓂᕐᓭᑦ

● Leaner in summer 
ᐊᐅᔭᒥ ᓴᓪᓘᓂᕐᓴᐅᓱᑎᒃ

No apparent decline in health from 1980s to 2000s

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᐃᑦ 1980-ᓂᑦ 2000-ᓄᑦ ᑎᑭᑦᑐᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᐊᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᖕᖏᓯᐊᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᓱᒃᑯᔫᒥᕙᓪᓕᐊᖏᑦᑐᑦ

Health of polar bear ᓇᓄᐃᑦ  ᖃᓄᐃᖕᖏᓯᐊᕐᓂᖏᑦ



Distribution
ᐃᕐᐸᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ 



Figure 6a: Map showing features that reflect the distribution of polar bears of the Foxe Basin sub-population since 1990.

Figure 8. Current (1990s – present time) 
aggregate map of polar bear distribution.

Figure 9. Map of historic (pre-1990s) 
distribution of polar bears.

Distribution     ᐃᕐᐸᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ 



Importance 
“It gives them pride.”
“Respect from others.”
“Every young hunter, dreaming of his first one, always. They 
never stop thinking of getting that first polar bear. ”

- Residents of Kuujjuaraapik

“… I like the idea of the world liking the polar bear, but Inuit 
had business… with the polar bear. I want the polar bear to 
be preserved, [harvesting] carefully, not finished tomorrow. I 
want the next generations and the other generations to see 
them.”

- Resident of Umiujaq

“Not only (do) they learn about polar bears, they also learn about 
where the hunting areas are, where the dangerous areas are, thin ice 
or currents or, you know, stuff like that.”

- Resident of Inukjuak



ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖏᑦ

“ᐱᔪᕆᒪᓂᕐᑕᕈᑎᖃᓲᑦ.”
“ᐊᓯᒥᓄᑦ ᓲᓱᒋᓕᕐᑕᐅᓲᑦ.”
“ᐊᑐᓂᑦ ᐅᕕᒐᕐᑐᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑏᑦ, ᓇᓐᓄᒋᐅᓚᐅᕈᒥᓈᕐᓯᒪᖏᓐᓇᓕᒪᓲᑦ. 
ᐃᓱᒪᖏᓐᓇᓲᑦ ᓇᓐᓄᒋᐅᕋᔭᕐᓂᒥᓂᒃ. ”

        - ᑰᒃᔪᐊᕌᐱᖕᒥᐅᖅ

“… ᐊᓕᐊᑦᑐᖓ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᑐᐊᕋᒪ ᓯᓚᕐᔪᐊᒥᐅᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ 
ᐱᐅᑦᓴᕆᐊᖏᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓀᑦ ᐱᔭᑦᓴᖃᓚᐅᔪᑦ... 
ᐱᔭᑦᓴᖃᑎᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ. ᓇᓄᐃᕈᖁᔨᖕᖏᓚᖓ, 
[ᐊᓐᓂᑐᐊᖑᖃᑦᑕᓗᑎᒃ] ᐃᑉᐱᒋᑦᓯᐊᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ, ᐊᖃᒍᑦ 
ᓄᖑᐃᓐᓇᑌᓕᓗᒋᑦ, ᑭᖑᕚᑦᑎᓄᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖁᓇᕐᒪᑕ.”

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑕᐅᒍᑎᑐᐊᖃᓱᒍᖕᖏᑐᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑕᐅᒍᑎᖃᓱᒍᒻᒥᒐᒥᒃ 
ᓇᒧᑦ ᓇᓐᓂᐊᒍᓐᓇᒪᖔᕐᒥᒃ, ᓇᓂᓗ ᓇᖏᐊᕐᓇᑐᖃᕐᒪᖔ, ᓯᑯ ᓵᑦᑑᓱᖑᒻᒪᖔᑦ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ, ᐊᓯᓗᑲᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑌᒣᑦᑐᒐᓚᓐᓂᒃ.”

        - ᐃᓄᑦᔪᐊᒥᐅᖅ


