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Inuit Knowledge Studies of the Southern Hudson Bay Polar
Bear Subpopulations in Nunavik
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NUNAVIK INUIT KNOWLEDGE
AND OBSERVATIONS OF POLAR BEARS

Southern Hudson Bay subpopulation




Participants and methods
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Examples of questions from interviews:
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e Do the polar bears you see look o Q OA®Cd7N® b oA** DXL PAR? b o%®
healthy? How can you tell? o>rLYyN? .
e Are bears fat when you see then? e Q O0A®Cd7N ‘dAT~AYR?
e Do you ever observe sick/dead polar o (CdcPYLAa.oc® botL/c>o®/Dd*LNo®?

bears? What have you observed? ‘b oAc*Lc® CdPLA?
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Southern 1940s-60s very few bears
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(Umiujaq — only seeing bears in the last 25 years)
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“There used to be none, absolutely
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nothing when we were children, and bbc. JN<C, CCLE Dol BBALYL
now today | know [there are] a lot.” [<Qr Ao I ACEIoD”
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- Resident of Inukjuak




Health of polar bear a._0A¢ o oA/ So™ ¢
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Generally observed as healthy, with seasonal variations in
body condition.
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e Fatter in winter,
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No apparent decline in health from 1980s to 2000s
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Figure 9. Map of historic (pre-1990s)
distribution of polar bears.

Figure 8. Current (1990s — present time)
aggregate map of polar bear distribution.



“It gives them pride.”
“Respect from others.”
“Every young hunter, dreaming of his first one, always. They
never stop thinking of getting that first polar bear. ”
- Residents of Kuujjuaraapik

“... | like the idea of the world liking the polar bear, but Inuit
had business... with the polar bear. | want the polar bear to

be preserved, [harvesting] carefully, not finished tomorrow. |

want the next generations and the other generations to see

them.”
- Resident of Umiujaq

“Not only (do) they learn about polar bears, they also learn about
where the hunting areas are, where the dangerous areas are, thin ice

or currents or, you know, stuff like that.”
- Resident of Inukjuak
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