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Sources and references
ᓇᑭᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᑐᓪᓗ

• Cree Knowledge of Polar Bears in the Eeyou Marine Region (EMRWB, 2020)
ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᑯᔩᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᖏᑦ ᐃᓕᖓᔪᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓄᑦ ᐃᔫᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᑕ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᖏᓐᓃᑐᓂᒃ

• Observation database – Direct observation or evidence collected by CTA-EMR 
officers
ᑕᐅᑐᓐᓂᕕᓂᑎᒍᑦ ᐊᒃᓚᓯᒪᔪᖕᖑᑕᐅᒪᔪᑦ - ᑕᑯᓐᓇᓗᑐᕐᑐᓃᓪᓗ ᑭᓪᓕᒋᑦᓴᐅᑎᒍᑎᑦᓭᓗ ᓄᐊᑕᐅᒪᔪᑦ CTA-EMR-ᑯᑦ

ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ

• James Bay Polar Bear Ecology (McGill U) (2020-present)
ᔦᒥᓯ ᐯᒥ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᑐᕐᓕᖏᑦ (ᒪᑭᐋᓪ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕕᕐᔪᐊᖅ) (2020-ᒥᑦ ᐅᒃᓗᒥᒧᑦ)

• Traditional Ecological Knowledge of Polar Bears in the Northern Eeyou Marine 
Region (Laforest et al., 2018)
ᐱᐅᓯᑐᖃᕐᑎᒍᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᒋᔭᐅᓲᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᖅ ᐃᔫᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᖏᑕ ᑕᕐᕋᖓᓃᑦᑐᓂᒃ 

•Polar Bear Report – COTA (Pachano, 2021)
ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᕐᑕᐅᑎᑦᓯᓂᖅ 



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR
ᐱᐅᓯᑐᖃᕐᑎᒍᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᔫᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᑕ 

Cree Knowledge of Polar Bears in the Eeyou 
Marine Region (EMRWB, 2020)
Goals: 
• Collect Cree knowledge on the importance of 

polar bear, observations and interactions;
• Learn about changes in distribution and 

abundance;
• Contribute to the inclusion of TEK in the QC-

EMR-NMR Management Plan
• Guide management measures in the EMR in the 

future



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR
ᐱᐅᓯᑐᖃᕐᑎᒍᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᔫᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᑕ 

ᓄᓇᖁᑎᖏᓐᓃᑐᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᓄ ᑯᔩᓄᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᔫᑉ 
ᑕᕆᐅᖓᑕ ᓄᓇᖁᖏᓐᓃᑐᑦ (EMRWB, 2020)
ᑐᕌᕐᑕᐅᔪᑦ:
• ᓄᐊᑦᓯᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᑯᔩᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖃᕆᐊᖏᑦ

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ, ᑕᐅᑐᒍᑎᒋᓱᖏᓪᓗ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᓗ ᐹᕐᓯᑲᑦᑕᓂᕆᓲᖏᑦ;
• ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑕᐅᒍᑎᖃᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᑕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᕐᐸᓯᒪᓂᖏᑕ 

ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᑕᓗ;
• ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓯᒍᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᑎᑦᓯᓂᒃᑯᑦ TEK-ᓂᒃ ᑯᐯᒃᓗ-ᐃᔫᑉ 

ᑕᕆᐅᖓᑕᓗ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᕕᐅᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᑕᓗ 
ᓄᓇᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᑎᐅᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐸᕐᓇᓯᒪᒍᑎᓂᒃ

• ᓯᕗᓂᑦᓴᒥ ᑕᓯᐅᕐᓯᕕᖃᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᒥᒃ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓘᕈᑎᓕᐊᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᔫᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᑕ 
ᓄᓇᖁᑎᖏᓐᓅᓕᖓᓛᕐᑐᓂᒃ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Cree Knowledge of Polar Bears in the Eeyou 
Marine Region (EMRWB, 2020)

•Collaboration between EMRWB, CNG and CTA
ᐱᓇᓱᖃᑎᒌᑦᑐᑦ ᐊᑯᕐᖓᒥᓐᓂ EMRWB-ᑯᓗ, CNG-ᑯᓗ ᐃᓚᖃᕐᒥᓱᑎᒃ CTA-ᑯᓂᒃ

•Based on 27 interviews conducted by local CTA-EMR 
officers in Whapmagoostui, Chisasibi, Wemindji, 
Eastmain and Waskaganish in 2017
ᑐᖕᖓᕕᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃ 27-ᓂᒃ ᐊᐱᕐᓱᓂᕕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᓖᑦ CTA-EMR-ᒥᓗ 
ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᒍᐊᑉᒫᑯᔅᑐᒥ, ᓯᔅᓵᓯᐱᒥ, ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒥ, ᐄᔅᒣᓐᒥ ᒍᐊᔅᑳᑭᓐᓂᔅᒥᓗ 
ᐊᑐᑎᓚᐅᕐᑕᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ 2017-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ

•Used same questionnaire for consistency, maps
ᐊᑐᓚᐅᔪᒻᒥᔪᑦ ᑌᒃᑯᓭᓐᓇᓂᒃ ᐊᐱᕐᓱᕈᑎᓂᒃ ᑲᒪᒍᑎᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᑌᒫᑦᓭᓈᕐᒪᖔᑕ, 
ᓄᓇᖕᖑᐊᓄᒃᓗ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Cultural Importance and Perception of Polar Bears
ᐃᓗᕐᖁᓯᑎᒍᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᓪᓗ ᑕᐅᑐᑦᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ

Many expressed great respect for polar bear. 
ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᔪᖅ ᓲᓱᒋᔭᓕᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᒋᐊᒥᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ. 

• “I respect the way they hunt. We need to protect them, they are in decline.” 
 – Resident of Chisasibi

• “ᓲᓱᒋᒻᒪᕆᑦᑕᑲ ᐆᒪᔪᕋᓱᒍᓯᖏᑦ. ᓴᐳᑎᓯᒪᑦᓯᐊᕆᐊᓕᕗᑦ, ᐃᑭᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᒪᑕ.” 
 – ᓯᔅᓵᓯᐱᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Cultural Importance and Perception of Polar Bears

• “We are part of the same ecosystem as polar bears, so we need to learn to live with 
them. Polar bears are territorial, so are humans, so we need to live within certain 
boundaries. We need to create that balance with polar bears. We have to co-exist 
together because it they don’t exist then we cannot exist. We are tied in together.”    

 – Resident of Chisasibi
• “ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᕗᒍᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᖏᓐᓃᑐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᖃᖃᑕᐅᑦᓱᑕ, ᑌᒣᒻᒪᑦ ᓴᕐᕿᔮᖃᑎᒋᒋᐊᖏᑦ ᐃᓕᑦᓯᒋᐊᖃᕐᑐᒍᑦ. ᓇᓄᐃᑦ

ᓄᓇᒥᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᒪᓲᑦ, ᑌᒣᒻᒥᔪᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑌᒣᒃᑲᑕ ᓄᓇᑦᑎᓂᒃ ᓇᓗᓀᕆᓯᒪᒋᐊᖃᕐᑐᒍᑦ. ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ
ᓴᕐᕿᔮᖃᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᓯᒋᐊᖃᕐᑐᒍᑦ ᓴᕐᕿᔭᖃᑎᒋᒋᐅᕐᓴᓗᒋᑦ ᓴᕐᕿᔮᕈᓐᓇᓂᐊᖕᖏᐸᑕ ᐅᕙᖑᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᑌᒣᓚᖓᒻᒥᒐᑦᑕ
ᓇᓄᐃᓪᓗ ᐅᕙᒍᓪᓗ ᐱᑐᑦᓯᒪᐅᑎᒐᑦᑕ.”    

  – ᓯᔅᓵᓯᐱᒥᐅᖅ 



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Cultural Importance and Perception of Polar Bears

Cree do not necessarily give the same importance to the polar bears that the Inuit do, as 
they do not usually harvest it. Some mentioned human-bear conflicts as well.
ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᑯᔩᑦ ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᑎᑐᑦ ᐱᐅᓯᖃᖕᖏᑐᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᑎᑦᓯᓂᑦᓴᑯ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ, ᓇᓄᕐᓂᐊᓱᖑᖕᖏᓇᒥᒃ. 
ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐅᖃᕐᓯᒪᔪᐊᓪᓛᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᓪᓗ-ᓇᓄᐃᓪᓗ ᐹᕐᓯᖓᐅᑎᓂᖃᕆᐊᖏᑦ

• “They’re not important because they destroyed my cabin so I am mad.” - Resident of 
Wemindji

• “ᐅᕙᓐᓄᓕ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖃᖕᖏᑐᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᐱᒐᓂᒃ ᓯᖁᑦᑎᕆᓚᐅᔪᒐᒥᒃ ᑌᒣᒻᒪᑦ ᐆᒋᐊᖕᖑᒋᔭᒃᑲ.” - 
ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Cultural Importance and Perception of Polar Bears

• “The Cree would tend to support the Inuit in these concerns because of their respect for 
the Inuit community. – Chisasibi

• “Polar bears are not really important to me. But they’re important for Wemindji 
tourism, the tourists like to see the polar bears.”  - Resident of Wemindji

• “ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᑯᔩᑦ ᓴᐳᑦᔨᓯᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖏᓐᓇᓲᑦ ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂᒃ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᑎᒎᓇ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃ
ᓲᓱᑦᓴᓯᐊᕐᕋᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕐᖃᑎᒥᓐᓂᒃ - ᓯᔅᓵᓯᐱ

• “ᓇᓄᐃᓪᓕ ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓪᓗᐊᓂᖃᖕᖏᒪᕆᑦᑐᑦ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒧᑦ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᐸᑦᑐᓄᑦ
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᐃ, ᓂᐅᕐᕈᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᒋᐊᒥᒃ ᐊᓕᐊᒋᔭᖃᕐᒪᑕ “ - ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒥ ᓄᓇᓯᒪᔪᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Distribution and Abundance
ᐃᕐᐸᓯᒪᓂᖏᓪᓗ ᐊᒥᒐᖕᖏᓂᖏᓪᓗ

Important changes in the distribution and abundance of polar bears in the last decades
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᕐᓂ ᖁᓕᐅᓈᕐᑎᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᓂᒍᕐᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᓂ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᓕᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᕐᐸᓯᒪᓂᖏᓪᓗ 
ᐊᒥᒐᖕᖏᑑᓂᖏᓪᓗ

• “The reason they are starting to come around the shore is that the bay is not freezing 
so they can’t go further out to go hunt”  – Resident of Wemindji

• “ᑕᕆᐅᑉ ᓯᓇᓂᓱᖑᓕᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᓖᑦ ᑲᖏᕐᓱᐃᑦ ᑐᕙᕐᖃᔦᕐᓯᒪᓕᕐᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᑐᕙᕐᖃᔭᕈᓐᓀᒪᓪᓗ 
ᓂᕿᑦᓴᓯᐅᕆᐊᖃᔦᕐᓯᒪᓕᕐᓱᑎᒃ” “ - ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒥ ᓄᓇᓯᒪᔪᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Distribution and Abundance

• “They’re starting to come more to the land looking for food, they’re 
hungry, plus the ice is melting every year due to climate change. They’re 
swimming far to look for food, I’ve never seen it like this for 20 years, it has 
changed a lot.”  – Resident of Wemindji

• ᓄᓈᕈᓱᓐᓂᓴᐅᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᓂᕆᔭᑦᓴᓯᐅᕐᓱᑎᒃ, ᑳᒃᑲᒥᒃ,ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᓪᓗ  ᑐᕙᖅ  ᐊᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᓱᖑᓕᕐᓱᓂ ᐱᔭᐅᑦᓱᓂ 
ᓯᓚᐅᑉ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᓂᖓᓄᑦ. ᓂᕿᑦᓴᓯᐅᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᐃᒫᒍᑦ ᐅᖓᓯᑦᑐᒧᑦ ᐳᐃᑦᔪᐸᓕᕐᑐᑦ, ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᑕᑯᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᖕᖏᑕᕋ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ 20-ᓂᒃ, ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᒻᒥᒃ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᖅ.
ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒥ ᓄᓇᓯᒪᔪᖅ
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Distribution and Abundance

Significant increase in polar bear observations in many areas
ᐅᓄᕐᓯᐅᒥᓯᒪᒻᒪᕆᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ

• “There were not many bears back in 1948, we rarely saw them back then. In 2009 they 
really started appearing in this area. They usually arrive in March/April in Charlton 
Island. In 2017, we saw more bears than in previous years.”  – Resident of Waskaganish

• “ᓇᓄᖃᓪᓗᐊᓯᒪᖕᖏᑐᖅ 1948-ᒥ, ᑕᑯᓪᓗᐊᐸᓚᐅᖕᖏᑐᒍᑦ ᑌᑦᓱᒪᓂ. 2009-ᒥ ᑕᒪᐅᖓ
ᑎᑭᕋᖃᑦᑕᓯᔪᐹᓗᓯᒪᔪᑦ. ᑎᑭᓐᓂᓴᐅᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᒫᑦᓯ/ᐁᕆᓕ ᑕᕐᕿᖏᓐᓂ yK4fᑌᑦᑎᐊᕐᕈᕐᕕᒃ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᒧᑦ. 2017-
ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᑯᓓᓐᓂᐹᒥ ᑕᑯᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᔪᒍ.”  – ᒍᐊᔅᑭᑲᓂᔅᒥᐅᖅ
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Distribution and Abundance

• “I saw polar bears when we went to Twin Islands. One time we saw about 5 or 6, we 
only saw them on the North Island, and we landed on one of the islands but we didn’t 
go far from the plane, we only stayed near the plane.” – Resident of Eastmain

• “ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᓚᐅᔪᕗᖓ ᒫᓇᕘᓇᓐ ᕿᕿᕐᑖᓂ. ᑕᑯᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᒻᒥᔪᒍᑦ 5 – 6-ᓂᒃ, ᑕᑯᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔭᕗᑦ 
ᑕᕐᕋᐅᑉ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᖓᓂ, ᖃᖓᑦᑕᔫᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᒻᒥᔪᒍᑦ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᒧᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᖃᖓᑦᑕᔫᒥᑦ 
ᐅᖓᓯᓪᓕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᖕᖏᑐᒍ, ᖃᖓᑦᑕᔫᑉ ᓴᓂᐊᓂᖏᓐᓇᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᒐᑦᑕ.” – ᐄᔅᒣᓐᒥ ᓄᓇᓯᒪᔪᖅ
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Polar Bear observations near Waskaganish and Eastmain: 
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒍᐊᔅᑳᑭᓂᔅᒥᓗ ᐄᔅᒣᓐᒥᓗ: 
• Most observations on Charlton Island and neighbouring islands + Cape Hope
• Several cabins on those islands (goose hunting) & significant number of observations 

& interactions
• Many observations during fieldwork or training (bird surveys, polar bear study, COTA 

captain training, etc) 
• ᓇᓄᕐᓯᓂᕐᓴᐅᓚᐅᔪᑦ yK4fᑌᑦᑎᐊᕐᕈᕐᕕᒃ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᒥ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂᓗ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᓂ ᖃᓂᑦᑐᓂ ᓄᓈᓗᒻᒧᑦ

• ᑖᒃᑯᓇᓂ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᑲᓪᓚᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᐱᑦᑕᓕᒃ (ᓂᕐᓕᓂᐊᕐᕕᓂᒃ) ᐊᒥᓱᕕᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᑕᑯᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐹᕈᑎᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓱᑎᒃᓗ

• ᐊᒥᓱᕕᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓯᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᐱᒋᐅᕐᓴᓂᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃᓗᓃᑦ (ᑎᑎᖕᒥᐊᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓱᑎᒃ, 
ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓱᑎᒃ, COTA-ᒥ ᐅᒥᐊᓕᑦᑕᐅᒋᐅᕐᓴᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐱᒋᐅᕐᓴᔭᐅᒍᑎᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃ, ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᓗ)



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Polar Bear observations near Wemindji: 
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒧᑦ ᐅᖓᓯᑦᑑᖏᑦᑐᒥ: 

• Large number of observations on Twin Islands, Solomon Temple Island
• Twins Islands provide critical denning habitat in the winter and staging 

during the ice-free months

• ᐊᒥᓱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᐃᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒫᓇᒎᓈᓐᒥ, Solomon Temple ᕿᑭᕐᑕᓂᓗ 
• ᒫᓇᒎᓈᓐ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖑᓕᕐᒪᑦ ᓯᑎᓕᒻᒪᕆᐊᓘᓱᖑᕗᖅ ᑐᕙᖃᕈᓐᓀᒪᓪᓗ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Polar Bear observations near Wemindji: 
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒧᑦ ᐅᖓᓯᑦᑑᖏᑦᑐᒥ: 

• Some observations during fieldwork (bird surveys, polar bear study, etc) 
• No cabin or traditional activity on these islands
• Some observations + human-bear interactions on the coast
• ᓇᓄᕐᓯᑲᓪᓚᓲᑦ ᓄᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᓕᕋᒥᒃ (ᑎᖕᒥᐊᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃ, ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ 

ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃ, ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᓗ)
• ᐃᒡᓗᐊᐱᑦᑕᖃᖕᖏᑐᑦ ᖃᓄᕐᓗᓃᓪᓗ ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓀᑦ ᐱᐅᓯᑐᖃᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᓂᐊᕐᓂᖃᕐᕕᐅᒐᑎᒃ

• ᓇᓄᕐᓯᑲᓪᓚᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᓪᓗ-ᓇᓄᐃᓪᓗ ᐹᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓯᓈᓂᒥᐅᓂ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Polar Bear observations near Chisasibi and Whapmagoostui: 
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐅᖓᓯᑦᑐᖏᑦᑐᒥ ᓯᔅᓵᓯᐱᒥᓪᓗ ᒍᐊᑉᒫᑯᔅᑐᒥᓗ

• Small number of observations in Chisasibi, mostly on the coast or small 
islands near the coast

• ᐊᒥᓲᖕᖏᑐᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓯᔅᓴᓯᐱᒥ, ᓯᓈᓂᓗᐊᖕᖑᐊᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᕿᑭᕐᑖᕈᓚᑳᓂ ᓯᑦᔭᒧᑦ 
ᖃᓂᑦᑐᓂ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Polar Bear observations near Chisasibi and Whapmagoostui: 

• Larger number of observations in Whapmagoostui, mostly along the coast, on Long 
Island or on the ice

• Several observations close to the community of Whapmagoostui

• ᓇᓄᕐᓯᓂᕐᓴᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒍᐊᑉᒫᑯᔅᑐᒥ, ᓯᑦᔭᒥᓗᐊᖕᖑᐊᖅ, ᕿᑭᕐᑕᔪᐊᒥᓗ ᑐᕙᕐᒥᓗᓐᓃᑦ

• ᐊᒥᓱᑲᓪᓚᓂᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓯᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒍᐊᑉᒫᑯᔅᑐᒧᑦ ᖃᓂᑦᑐᓂᒃ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Harvest
ᐊᓐᓂᑐᐊᑦ

Cree hunters do not harvest polar bear for subsistence
ᑯᔩᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑏᑦ ᓇᓐᓄᓱᖑᖕᖏᓚᑦ ᓂᕿᑦᓴᕆᓂᐊᕐᑕᒥᓐᓂᒃ

• “Hardly any Cree hunters go out to hunt for polar bear. They do not go out to hunt for 
them or search for them. Polar bear are killed opportunistically if they cross the path of 
a Cree hunter and he decides to kill the bear, if the bear threatens life and property.”   – 
Resident of Whapmagoostui

• “ᑯᔩᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑎᖏᑦ ᓇᓐᓂᐊᓱᖑᖕᖏᓚᑦ. ᓇᓄᕐᓯᐅᕆᐊᓱᖑᒐᑎᒃᓗ. ᓇᓄᕐᐸᑐᑦ ᑎᑭᕌᕐᑕᐅᒐᒥᒃ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓇᓪᓕᐅᑎᕕᖃᕋᒥᓪᓗᓃᑦ, 
ᑐᖁᑦᓯᒍᒪᑐᐊᕋᒥᒃᓗ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᕐᓯᓇᕿᑉᐸᑕ ᐃᓄᓐᓂᐊᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐱᐅᓕᓂᐊᕋᕐᓂᐊᐸᑕ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ.“ - 
ᒍᐊᑉᒫᑯᔅᑐᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Harvest

• “People no longer pursue bears actively like they did in the past. Back then even the 
Cree were eating polar bears. Inuit were more aggressive in their pursuit of polar 
bears.”   – Resident of Chisasibi

• “ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓯᐅᓱᖑᒍᓐᓀᑐᑦ ᑌᒣᑉᐸᓚᐅᕋᒦᕈᓐᓀᑐᑦ. ᑌᑦᓱᒪᓂᓕ ᑯᔩᒐᓭᑦ 
ᓇᓄᕕᓂᕐᑐᒪᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᒻᒪᑕ. ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓀᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᐊᓂᕐᓴᒪᕆᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ.”  – ᓯᓵᔅᓯᐱᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Safety of land users
ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓇᕐᑐᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᑦᑌᓕᒋᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᒃᑯᓲᑦ

The increase in human-bear conflicts in the last few years is a concern expressed in 
several interviews. 
ᐃᓄᐃᓪᓗ-ᓇᓄᐃᓪᓗ ᐹᕐᓯᖓᐅᑎᖃᑦᑕᓂᖏᑦ ᖃᒻᒥᑯᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᕐᓂ ᐊᓂᒍᕐᑐᓂ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᓐᓇᓱᑎᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕐᖁᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓱᑲᓪᓚᓄᑦ ᐊᐱᕐᓱᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

• “There is a trend, we have a growing number of polar bear incidents. For instance, a 
polar bear pushed the camp door open during the night, the hunter had to scare it off 
with his rifle.”  – Resident of Waskaganish

• “ᐱᐅᓯᕐᑕᖃᒻᒥᐸᓕᕐᒥᔪᑦ, ᓇᓄᕐᓄᑦ ᐱᓂᕐᓗᑕᐅᓃᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᖕᖑᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ. ᓲᕐᓗ, ᓇᓄᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᐱᐅᑉ ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖓᓂᒃ 
ᐸᑎᑦᓱᒍ ᐅᓐᓄᐊᒥ ᐅᒃᑯᐃᓂᑦᑐᖅ, ᒪᙯᑦᑐᖅ ᑐᐹᕐᑕᐅᒐᒥ ᕿᒫᑎᑦᓯᔪᖅ” ᖁᑭᐅᑎᒥᓄᑦ ᕿᒫᑎᑦᓯᔪᖅ.” - ᒍᐊᔅᑲᑭᓂᔅᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Safety of land users
ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓇᕐᑐᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᑦᑌᓕᒋᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᒃᑯᓲᑦ

• “Polar bears are out in May now, at same time as goose hunting season, which 
can be dangerous. So it’s important not to sleep in your blind when you are 
goose hunting out on the islands. Polar bears are very strong, they can tear 
anything apart.”  – Resident of Waskaganish

• “ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓯᑎᒥᓐᓂᑦ ᐊᓂᕙᓕᕐᒥᔪᑦ ᒣᖑᓕᕐᒪᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᑦᓯᑯᖃᑕᐅᓕᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᓂ ᓂᕐᓕᓂᐊᕐᓇᒧᑦ 

ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓇᕐᑐᑕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᓕᕐᑐᖅ. ᑌᒣᒻᒪᑦ ᓂᕐᓕᓂᒃ ᐳᖕᖓᕕᑦᓯᓂ ᓯᓂᑦᑐᓴᐅᖕᖏᓚᓯ 
ᐅᑕᕐᕿᐅᕕᑦᓯᓂ. ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᑭᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᖓᒥ, ᓱᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂᒃ ᓯᖁᑦᑎᕆᒍᓐᓇᒪᑕ.” - ᒍᐊᔅᑲᑭᓂᔅᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Safety of land users
Many land users worry about their family’s safety when they are out on the land. 
ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᓄᓈᕐᓯᒪᓲᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓗᐊᕙᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᒥ ᒪᙯᕝᕕᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᖕᖏᓯᐊᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

• “About five years ago, a polar bear also came into the blind where my grandchildren were hunting. 
There was an older person there with them, if not, the bear would certainly have killed one of the 
children. I cannot leave young people behind anymore to hunt because of the bears. That particular bear 
was stalking them, it went downwind from hunters and crept towards them in the ice ridges. The goose 
camp was relocated to another island as a result.” – Resident of Waskaganish

• “ᐊᕐᕌᒍᐃᑦ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᕆᐊᕕᑦᑐᑦ, ᓇᓄᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᕌᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᓂᑦ ᐃᕐᖑᑕᒃᑲ ᓂᕐᓕᓂᒃ ᐅᑕᕐᕿᕕᒻᒥᓃᑦᓱᑎᒃ. 
ᐃᓄᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᕐᓴᒥᒃ ᐃᓚᓕᕕᓂᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᒧᑦ ᓇᓪᓕᖓᑦ ᑐᖁᑕᐅᓯᒪᖕᖏᑐᖅ, ᐃᓚᖃᕐᓂᖏᒃᑯᑎᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᑕᐅᒐᔭᕐᑐᕕᓂᖅ ᐃᓚᖓᑦ. 
ᐃᓅᓱᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᕿᒣᒪᓱᖑᒍᓐᓀᑐᖓ  ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᕝᕕᖃᕐᓱᖓ. ᑌᓐᓇ ᓇᓄᖅ ᑎᕐᓕᐊᕆᔪᕕᓂᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ, ᐅᕐᖁᐊᒍᑦ ᐹᕐᖑᓱᓂ 
ᑐᕌᓕᕐᑐᕕᓂᖅ ᓯᑯᐃᑦ ᐃᒻᒧᐊᒎᕐᓱᓂ. ᑭᖑᓂᖓᒍᑦ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᐅᑉ ᐊᓯᐊᓄᑦ ᓂᕐᓕᓂᒃ ᐅᑕᕐᕿᐅᕕᒃ ᓅᑕᐅᓕᕐᓂᖁᖅ.” – ᒍᐊᔅᑲᑭᓂᔅᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Safety of land users

• “We need to make sure nobody will die from polar bears. They are so strong, they can 
do a lot of damage. We have to have a rifle all the time. We need to know what will 
happen if we shoot a bear in self-defence. Need to be sure that nobody is going to get 
a big fine or jail time if they shoot a polar bear in DLP.” – Resident of Wemindji

• “ᐃᑉᐱᒍᓱᑦᓯᐊᕆᐊᓕᓐᓇᐅᕗᒍᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᑕᐅᔪᖃᖁᓇᒍ. ᓲᔪᐊᓗᒻᒪᑕ, ᓱᒃᑯᑎᕆᒍᓐᓇᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᑦᓱᑎᒃᓗ. 
ᖁᑭᐅᑎᒃᑭᓯᒪᑦᓯᐊᖏᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᓕᕐᑐᒍ. ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒋᐊᖃᕐᑐᒍᑦ ᓇᓐᓄᓚᕿᓐᓂᕈᑦᑕ ᐱᔭᐅᖔᕐᑌᓕᓂᕐᒧᑦ . ᑲᐅᔨᒪᒋᐊᖃᕋᑦᑕ 
ᑭᓇᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᑭᓕᕋᑦᓴᑕᓚᕿᖁᓇᒍ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑎᒍᔭᐅᒪᕕᒻᒨᓚᕿᖁᓇᒍ ᓇᓄᕐᒥᒃ ᑐᖁᑦᓯᓂᕈᓂ ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐱᐅᓕᓂᐊᒐᕐᒥᓂᓪᓗᓃᑦ ᐱᐅᓕᒐᓱᓐᓂᑯᒥᓄᑦ.” – ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Defense of life and property
ᓇᓄᕐᑕᐅᑌᓕᓂᕐᓗ ᐱᐅᓕᓂᐊᒉᕈᑦᔭᐅᑌᓕᓂᕐᓗ

In many encounters , the hunters had to defend themselves
 ᐊᒥᓱᕕᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᕌᕐᑕᐅᔪᑦ, ᒪᙯᑏᑦ ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ ᓴᐳᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖃᕐᓯᒪᓕᕐᖁᑦ

• “We went spring hunting at our goose camp, and I had a bear looking into the cabin window 
while I was sitting at the table a couple feet away. I went out with a gun, I shot the ground in 
front of the bear but it kept coming, it was not afraid. I didn’t know what to do because I didn’t 
want to kill it. So I shot it in the back and it ran off into the ice.”  – Resident of Waskaganish
“ᐅᐱᕐᖓᓴᒥ ᐊᖁᐃᒪᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᓂᕐᓕᓂᐊᕆᐊᕐᓯᒪᕕᒋᓲᑦᑎᓂ, ᓇᓄᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓗᒻᒧᑦ ᐃᑦᓱᐊᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᕗᖓ ᓵᒥ ᐃᑦᓯᕙᑦᓱᖓ 
ᖃᓂᑦᑐᐊᐱᒻᒥ ᓇᓄᕐᒧᑦ. ᖁᑭᐅᑎᒃᑭᓱᖓ ᐊᓂᔪᖓ ᓇᓅᓪᓗ ᐃᑎᒐᖏᑕ ᓯᕗᓪᓖᑦ ᓴᓂᐊᓄᑦ ᓯᒃᑮᓱᖓ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᖃᐃᖏᓐᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ, ᐅᕙᓐᓂᒃ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᒐᓂ. ᖃᓄᐃᓘᕆᐊᒥᒃ ᓇᓗᓕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᕗᖓ ᑐᖁᒍᒪᖕᖏᓇᒃᑯ. ᑌᒪ ᖁᓖᖓᒍᑦ 
ᖁᑭᓕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔭᕋ ᑐᕙᕐᒧᓗ ᕿᒪᑦᓯᓕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᕗᖅ.”



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Defense of life and property
ᓇᓄᕐᑕᐅᑌᓕᓂᕐᓗ ᐱᐅᓕᓂᐊᒉᕈᑦᔭᐅᑌᓕᓂᕐᓗ

• “A polar bear came around the camp while I was away. It scared my family who were 
at the camp. I went looking for the polar bear when I returned to camp I found it and 
shot it. The bear was an adult male. An airplane took the bear to Whapmagoostui and 
the meat and fur were given to the Inuit.”  – Resident of Whapmagoostui

• “ᓇᓄᖅ ᒪᙯᑦᑎᓗᖓ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᓯᒪᕕᑦᑎᓄᑦ ᑎᑭᕌᕐᑐᕕᓂᐅᓯᒪᕗᖅ. ᐃᓚᒃᑲᓂᒃ ᐯᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᕐᓯᑎᑦᓯᔪᕕᓂᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ. 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᓯᒪᕕᑦᑎᓄᑦ ᐅᑎᕐᓯᒪᓕᕋᒪ ᕿᓂᕆᐊᓯᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔭᕋ, ᑕᑯᑦᓱᒍᓗ ᖁᕿᕐᐸᕋ. ᓇᓄᖅ ᐊᖑᑎᐊᓘᓯᒪᔪᖅ. 
ᖃᖓᑦᑕᔫᒃᑯᑦ ᒍᐊᑉᒫᑯᔅᑐᒨᕐᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓂᕿᖓᓗ ᓇᓄᕋᕐᓗ ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᓅᕐᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ .”  – ᒍᐊᑉᒫᑯᔅᑐᐃᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Damage to property
ᐱᐅᓕᓂᐊᒉᑦ ᓱᒃᑯᑎᕐᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ

Several instances of damage to property were reported
ᐊᒥᓱᕕᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᐱᐅᓕᓂᐊᒐᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᓱᒃᑯᑎᕐᑕᕕᓂᐅᒋᐊᖏᑦ ᑐᓴᕐᑕᐅᑎᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᓕᕐᖁᑦ

• “Every year between 2011 and 2016, I had destruction of my cabin, the windows, the 
skidoo, gas tanks and seats. ”   – Resident of Waskaganish

• “The polar bears destroyed my fishing cabin at Goose Island and they made a mess 
inside the cabin.”  – Resident of Wemindji

• “ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᐃᑦ 2011-ᒥᑦ ᑎᑭᑦᓱᒍ 2016 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖓ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᐱᒐ ᒪᙯᕝᕕᒐᓂ ᓱᒃᑯᑎᕐᑕᐅᔨᐊᕆᓯᒪᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᔪᕙᕋ, ᐃᒐᓛᖏᑦ, 
ᓯᑭᑑᖅ, ᐅᕐᓱᐊᓗᖃᐅᑏᑦ ᐃᑦᓯᕙᐅᑌᓪᓗ. ” - ᒍᐊᔅᑳᑭᓂᔅᒥᐅᖅ

• “ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓱᒃᑯᐃᓯᐊᕐᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐃᖃᓪᓗᓂᐊᕆᐊᕐᓯᒪᕕᒋᓲᕋᓂᒃ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᒥ ᓂᕐᓕᓂᐊᕆᐊᕐᓯᒪᕕᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᐱᐅᑉ ᐃᓗᖓᓂᒃ 
ᐃᕐᐸᑎᕆᐊᓗᑦᓴᓱᑎᒃᓗ.” - ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Damage to property
ᐱᐅᓕᓂᐊᒉᑦ ᓱᒃᑯᑎᕐᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ

• “In that area, they destroy cabins, I saw two cabins they sort of destroyed. One was in 
2013, early September, in Long Island where my cousins hunt. The other one I saw was 
back in 2006, it broke the doors and windows across from the first camp I mentioned.    
– Resident of Whapmagoostui

• “ᑖᕙᓂ ᓄᓇᒥ, ᓱᒃᑯᑎᕆᓲᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᐱᓐᓂᒃ, ᑕᑯᓚᐅᔪᔪᖓ ᒪᕐᕉᓂᒃ ᓱᒃᑯᑎᒐᓚᑦᓯᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ. 2013-ᓗ, ᓯᑉᑎᒻᐱᕆ 
ᐱᒋᐊᕐᖃᒥᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᕿᑭᕐᑕᔪᐊᒥ ᖃᑕᖕᖑᑎᒻᒪ ᒪᙯᕝᕕᒋᓲᖓᓂ.  ᐁᑉᐸᖓ 2006-ᒥ, ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖏᔮᕐᑎᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᐃᒐᓛᖏᔭᕐᑎᑕᐅᒪᑦᓱᓂᓗ ᐅᖃᑫᓐᓇᑕᕐᒪ ᒪᙯᕝᕕᐅᑉ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᑉ ᐊᑭᓪᓗᐊᖓᓃᑦᓱᓂ.  – ᒍᐊᑉᒫᑯᔅᑐᐃᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Diet and Body Condition
ᓂᕆᔭᖏᓪᓗ ᐊᕙᑎᖏᑕᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᖏᑦ 
Polar bears feed primarily on seals, but also feed on other sources of food
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓇᑦᓯᕕᓂᕐᑐᒪᔨᐅᓗᐊᖕᖑᐊᑐᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓂᕆᓱᖑᒻᒥᔪᑦ

• “I saw leftovers of seals at Pebble Island and saw seal bones on the north side of 
Walrus Island in 2013.” – Resident of Wemindji

• “They eat the ducks there until the ice comes. They roam around near open
water south from here.”  – Resident of Whapmagoostui

• “Iᓇᑦᓯᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓂᕆᓂᕐᓗᑯᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᑯᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᕗᖓ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᒥ ᑐᐊᐸᔮᕐᑕᓕᒻᒥ 2013-ᒥᓗ ᓇᑦᓰᑦ 
ᓴᐅᓂᕕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᒻᒥᓱᖓ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᐅᑉ ᐁᕕᓕᐅᑉ ᑕᕐᕋᖓᓂ.” – ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᒥᐅᖅ

• “ᒥᑎᕐᑐᒪᓱᖑᒻᒥᔪᑦ ᑖᕙᓂ ᑐᕙᕐᓰᓂᕐᒥᓂ. ᑕᒪᑐᒪ ᑐᕓᑦᑑᑉ ᓯᕿᓂᐊᓂ ᐊᕐᕕᑕᑲᓲᑦ .”  – ᒍᐊᑉᒫᑯᔅᑐᒥᐅᖅ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Diet and Body Condition
Polar bears feed primarily on seals, but also feed on other sources of food
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓇᑦᓯᕕᓂᕐᑐᒪᔨᐅᓗᐊᖕᖑᐊᑐᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓂᕆᓱᖑᒻᒥᔪᑦ

• “I saw two polar bears feeding on dead caribou in Walrus Island on the pond
where we hunt in the spring.” – Resident of Wemindji

• “They target beaver lodges, they have been killing beavers, we saw blood and tracks.”  
– Resident of Waskaganish

• “ᒪᕐᕉᓂᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓯᓚᐅᔪᕗᖓ ᑐᑦᑐᕕᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᓂᕆᓇᓱᐊᕐᑑᓂᒃ ᑕᓯᐊᐱᒻᒥ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᒥ ᐁᕕᕐᑕᓕᒻᒥᓂ. ᐅᐱᕐᖔᒥ/ᐅᐱᕐᖓᓴᒥ 
ᒪᙯᕝᕕᒋᓲᑦᑎᓂ.” – ᖑᐃᒥᓐᔨᒥᐅᖅ

• “ᑭᒋᐊᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᓱᐊᓲᑦ. ᑭᒋᐊᓂᒃ ᑐᖁᕃᕙᑦᑐᑦ, ᑕᑯᓚᐅᔪᕗᒍᑦ ᐊᐅᖕᒥᒃ ᑐᒥᓂᒃᓗ.”  – ᒍᐊᔅᑲᑭᓐᓂᔅᒥ



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Diet and Body Condition
Hunters observed mostly good body condition
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑏᑦ ᑕᑯᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᕙᑎᖃᑦᓯᐊᑐᓂᒃ

• “Skinny” :    10% 
• “Average” :    50% 
• “Fat” or “Very fat”:  40% 

• “ᓴᓪᓗᐊᓗᒃ” :    10% 
• “ᓈᒻᒪᑐᒻ” :    50% 
• “ᖁᐃᓂᔪᖅ” ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ “ᖁᐃᓂᔪᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃ”: 40% 



Traditional Knowledge in the EMR

Observation/Encounters Database 
ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᓃᓪᓗ/ᑕᑯᔭᐅᔪᕕᓃᓪᓗ ᐊᒃᓚᓯᒪᔪᖕᖑᑕᐅᒪᕕᖓᑦ

• Based on reports filled up by CTA-EMR local officers, maintained by EMRWB staff
• Records observation (direct or indirect), encounters, DLP, sex, presence of cubs, body 

condition, use and efficacy of deterrent, context, etc
• 110 entries have been made since 2017
• ᑐᖕᖓᕕᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᒍᑎᓕᐊᕿᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ CTA-ᑯᓗ-ᐃᔫᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᑕ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ  ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑎᓄᑦ
• ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑕᐅᓂᖃᓲᑦ ᐃᔫᒥ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ

• ᑕᑯᔭᒥᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒃᓚᓯᒪᔪᖕᖑᐃᒍᑎᖃᓲᑦ (ᑐᕃᓐᓇᑐᒥᓪᓗᓃᑦ ᑐᕃᓐᓇᖏᑦᑐᒥᓪᓗᓃᑦ), ᓇᓄᕐᓯᐊᒥᓐᓂᒃ, ᐱᐅᓕᓂᐊᒐᕐᒥᓂ 
ᓱᒃᑯᑎᕐᑕᐅᒪᔪᓂᒃ, ᐊᖑᑎᐅᑉᐸᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᐸᑦ, ᕿᑐᕐᖓᖃᕐᐸ, ᐊᕙᑎᖓᑕ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᖓᓂᒃ, ᐊᑐᕐᑕᖃᕐᓂᒥᓪᓗ 
ᐊᑐᑎᖃᑦᓯᐊᔨᐊᖃᕐᓂᒥᓪᓗ ᕿᒫᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᓂᒃ, ᐃᓗᓕᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐊᓯᖏᓪᓗ

• 110-ᓂᒃ ᐊᒃᓚᓯᒪᔪᐃᒍᑎᖃᕐᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᑦ 2017-ᖑᓕᕐᓂᒪᓂᑦ



Polar Bear Database 
2017-now

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᒃᓚᓯᒪᔪᖕᖑᑕᐅᓯᒪᒍᑎᖏᑦ

2017-ᒥᑦ-ᐅᒃᓗᒥᒧᑦ

 



Thank you, Meegwetch!

Questions? Comments?
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