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Revise the harvest registration process with the goal of achieving complete reporting 
of all human-caused mortality of polar bears. 

→Registration historically done on a voluntary basis through Hunter Support 
Program office, mostly for selling hide (Tag system). 

Objective #1: Establish a management system based 
on the best available information, which reflects Inuit 
and Cree values, and adapt it as necessary to ensure 
the long-term persistence of polar bears in the 
management plan area.

Polar Bear Management Plan for Québec, the Eeyou Marine 
Region and the Nunavik Marine Region



Why is it important to report polar bear harvest?

• Objective #1 […] “best available information” […]

• To maintain international trade (CITES Non-Detriment Finding reports) 
• Report on polar bear trade in Canada published in September 2022 identifies 

market price having an impact on reported harvest in Québec…
• Lack of complete reporting in Québec considered an impediment to effective 

management

• To document harvesters’ needs and support sustainable harvest level
• Demonstrate sustainability of current harvest level
• Eventually might be used for allocation of a share if a Total Allowable Take is to 

be set up among jurisdictions
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Samples from harvested bears

• Providing samples from harvested bears when registering/tagging
• Meat sample (genetic ID of bears)
• Teeth (lower premolars for age)

• Recent population monitoring techniques rely on the genetic ID of bears

• Provide information on movements of bears (Ex: SHB vs WHB)

• Age of bears useful in survival rates modelling + information on structure
of population

• Very few samples from Nunavik so far → information gap
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Polar Bear Hide 
Sales and Trade

Currently managed by 
Hunter Support Program 
representative,  but local 
Anguvigaqs working 
towards taking over this 
role.
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Questions ?


