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Background:  

The Cree Trappers’ Association responsibility is to protect and promote the interests and values of 

Eeyou/Eenou trappers, traditional pursuits, and governance of hunting territories in Eeyou. This 

mandate extends to the management of territory and wildlife resources and of environmental 

matters. Historically, Cree harvested polar bear occasionally and opportune istically.  

ᐊᑐᑎᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ:   

ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᑦᓴᖃᓲᖅ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔨᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᐱᔭᐅᒍᒥᓇᕐᑎᓯᒐᓱᐊᓲᒍᑦᓱᑎᓗ 

ᑲᖐᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂᓗ ᐄᔫᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐱᐅᓯᑐᖃᕐᒥᒍᓪᓗ ᐱᒐᓱᐊᕈᓯᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐊᐅᓚᑦᓯᔨᒻᒪᕆᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᒪᙯᕝᕕᐅᓲᓂᒃ ᐊᓪᓚᓄᑦ. ᑎᓕᔭᐅᒪᐅᑎᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᑲᒪᔨᒻᒪᕆᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᒋᔭᒥᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐆᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐱᕕᑦᓴᐅᒍᓐᓇᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒨᓕᖓᔪᓂᒃ. ᑌᑦᓱᒪᓂᒋᐊᖅ, ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᑯᔩᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ 

ᐊᓐᓂᑐᑲᓪᓛᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᒐᑦᓴᐅᓕᑐᐊᕐᒪᑕ. 

However, recent interviews with Cree land users suggest that this is no longer the case and that 

current harvest by Cree’s is done in the case of defense of life and property. Though polar bear is 

not a targeted species for Cree harvest, coastal land users encounter polar bear while on the land. 

In recent years, Cree land users have reported increased encounters with polar bear near their 

communities and hunting camps, posing a concern for safety and creating a barrier to accessing 

the land.  

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᐊᐱᕐᓱᑲᑦᑕᕈᑕᐅᕐᖃᒥᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᓇᓪᓕᐊᓂ ᓄᓇᓂ ᐊᑐᓲᒍᒻᒪᖔᑕ ᖃᐅᔨᒍᑕᐅᕐᖃᒥᐅᓚᐅᔪᑦ 

ᓇᓄᓲᒍᒍᓐᓀᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓅᓯᖏᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑐᒦᓕᑐᐊᕋᒥᒃ ᐱᖁᑎᖏᓪᓘᓂ ᓱᒃᑯᑕᐅᓂᐅᔭᕿᓕᑐᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 

ᑐᖁᑦᓯᓲᒍᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ. ᓇᓐᓄᕋᓱᐊᓱᒍᑦᔭᖏᒃᑲᓗᐊᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᓓᑦ, ᓄᓇᐅᑉ ᓯᑦᔭᖏᓐᓃᓲᑦ ᑕᑯᑲᓪᓛᓲᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ. 

ᐊᕐᕌᕐᒍᖃᒥᐅᓂᕐᓴᓂ, ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᓄᓇᒥᓲᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᕐᓴᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᓲᒍᓕᕐᓂᕋᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᑕ ᖃᓂᑦᑕᖓᓂ 

ᒪᙯᕝᕕᒥᓂᓪᓗ, ᐊᑦᑕᓇᑑᓂᕋᕐᓱᒋᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᓂᕋᕐᐸᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᒥᒋᐊᒥᒃ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᓐᓇᓂᕐᓴᐅᓲᒍᓕᕐᓱᓂ. 

 

The Cree Trappers’ Association Eeyou Marine Region (CTA-EMR) Department was established under 

the Eeyou Marine Region Land Claims Agreement in 2012. As a part of the departments mandate to 

monitor harvesting in the EMR, the CTA-EMR department, in collaboration with the Eeyou Marine 

Region Wildlife Board (EMRWB) have established a polar bear observation and complaint system to 

monitor land user interactions with polar bear within the EMR. Additionally, to address land user 

concerns related to polar bear safety, the CTA-EMR department has taken on a key role in offering 

non-lethal polar bear deterrent training to coastal land users. 

ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓᑕ ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᖓ ᓄᐃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐄᔫᑦ 

ᑕᕆᐅᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᑖᕐᑎᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᑖᖃᑕᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ 2012-ᒥ. ᐊᓪᓚᕕᖏᑦ ᑎᓕᔭᐅᒪᐅᑎᑖᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ 

ᐃᑉᐱᒍᓱᑦᑎᐅᓂᐊᕐᑎᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᓐᓂᑐᕐᑕᐅᕙᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᖁᑎᖓᓂ, ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ 

ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓ/ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᕕᖓ, ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖃᑎᖃᓲᖅ ᐄᔫᒃᑯᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ 

ᓄᐃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᐃᑉᐱᒍᓱᑦᑎᐅᓚᖓᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᓐᓂᓗᕝᕕᐅᓲᒍᑦᓱᑎᓪᓗ ᓄᓀᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᑕᐅᓲᒍᑦᓱᑎᒃ 

ᓇᓄᕐᑕᖃᓲᑦ ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ. ᐊᒻᒪᓗᒋᐊᓪᓚᒃ, ᖃᓄᕐᑑᕈᑎᑦᓴᒋᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᓄᓇᒥ ᓇᓄᕐᓄᑦ 

ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑐᒦᑦᑎᓯᑦᑌᓕᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ-ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᖓᓂ ᑕᒪᑦᓱᒥᖓ 

ᑲᒪᓪᓚᕆᒐᓱᐊᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑎᖏᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑐᖁᒍᓐᓀᓗᒋᑦ ᕿᒫᑎᑕᐅᒐᓱᐊᕈᓐᓇᒪᖔᑕ ᐱᒋᐅᕐᓴᑎᑦᓯᒍᑕᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ 

ᓄᓇᒥ ᓯᑦᔭᖏᓐᓃᓲᓂᒃ. 

  



Within the EMR-NMR Cree-Inuit Overlap Area, the CTA recognizes the unique dynamic of shared 

jurisdiction and harvesting territories with our Inuit neighbors to the north. We are committed to 

collaborating with Nunavik Inuit communities to uphold their traditional harvesting practices, 

provide mutually beneficial services, and support families of blended Cree and Inuit heritage. 

ᐄᔫᑦ ᓄᓇᕕᒻᒥᓗ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐱᖃᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ ᖃᓕᕆᑦᓱᑎᒃ, ᐊᓪᓓᑦ 

ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑕᒪᑦᓱᒥᖓ ᐃᓕᑕᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᑦᔨᐅᖏᑦᑐᑎᒍᑦ ᐱᖃᖃᑎᒌᕝᕕᒥᓂ ᐊᖓᔪᕐᖃᐅᕕᖃᕐᓂᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐊᓐᓂᑐᕐᕕᐅᓲᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕐᖃᑎᑦᑎᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᑐᒥ. ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖃᑎᖃᑎᖃᕈᒪᑦᓯᐊᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᓄᓐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕕᐅᑉ 

ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓐᓂᒥᐅᓂᒃ ᐱᐅᓯᑐᖃᕐᒥᑎᒍᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᑐᕈᓯᒋᔭᑐᖄᓗᒻᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᑑᑎᖃᑦᑕᕈᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐱᕙᓪᓕᕈᑎᑦᓴᒥᓂᓪᓗ 

ᐱᒍᑦᔨᒍᑎᖃᖃᑦᑕᕈᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓚᒥᓂᒃ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᒐᓱᐊᖃᑦᑕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᓪᓓᓗ ᐃᓄᐃᓪᓗ ᐃᓚᒌᓱᒍᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᕿᒻᒪᖁᑕᐅᒍᑎᑦᓴᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑦᓯᒐᓱᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᓯᐊᕐᑕᕗᑦ. 

Current Polar Bear Management Efforts: 

ᑕᒐᑕᒐ/ᒫᓐᓇ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᒍᑎᑦᓴᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᔪᐃᓐᓇᕈᑏᑦ: 

Polar Bear Observation and Kill Reporting:  

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᑉᐱᒋᔭᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᖁᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᑐᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᖃᑦᑕᓃᑦ: 

Since the establishment of the CTA-EMR Department, local CTA-EMR Officers in each of the coastal 

communities have recorded polar bear observations, encounters and defense of life and property 

(DLP) kills. This information is shared with the EMRWB and MELCCFP to aid in wildlife management 

decisions for the region.  

ᓄᐃᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᑐᕕᓂᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒪᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓ/ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕᓗ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᖓ, 

ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑏᑦ ᐊᑐᓂ ᑕᕆᐅᑉ ᓯᓈᓂᒥᐅᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᓪᓚᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, 

ᑲᑎᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓂᖏᓐᓂᓗ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑐᒦᓕᕋᒥᓂᒃ ᐱᖁᑎᖏᓪᓗ ᓱᒃᑯᑕᐅᓂᐅᔭᕿᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᑐᖁᑦᓯᖃᑦᑕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ. 

ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᖃᐅᔨᑦᓯᒍᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ MELCCFP-ᑯᓐᓂᒃ ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ 

ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓯᒍᑎᐅᒐᓱᐊᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᑐᑭᑖᕈᑎᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓐᓂ. 

In 2020, the CTA-EMR department developed a standardized reporting package to ensure proper 

documentation of polar bear observations and DLP (Defense of Life and Property) kills. The 

package, completed by the CTA-EMR local officer and land users, is used whenever a polar bear is 

observed, encountered, or killed. 

2020 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖓᓂ, ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒪᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓ-ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᖓᓂ 

ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑏᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᐱᔭᐅᕙᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᒍᑎᑦᓴᓂᒃ ᓄᐃᑦᓯᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓇᓛᒍᑦᓯᐊᑐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᔭᐅᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᑦᓴᓂᒃ ᖃᑦᓰᑦ 

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᒪᖔᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᑦᓰᑦ ᑐᖁᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᒪᖔᑕ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ (ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑐᒥᑦᑎᓯᓕᕐᑐᐃᑦ). ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᒍᑎᑦᓭᑦ 

ᐊᓪᓚᕕᑦᓭᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᐅᓲᑦ ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒪᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ-ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕᓗ ᑲᒪᔨᖓᓐᓂᑦ 

ᐊᓪᓚᕕᑦᓭᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᒍᓐᓇᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᒥᓐᓂᒥᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᓲᓄᑦ ᑐᖁᑦᓯᓲᓄᓗᓐᓃᑦ. 

 It provides guidance on recording details such as the bear’s sex, age, and body condition for 

observations, encounter chronology and deterrent methods for encounters, and sampling and 

tagging requirements for DLP kills. This package also provides guidance for the distribution of polar 

bear meat when possible. 

ᐊᓪᓚᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓕᑐᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᑐᖁᑕᕕᓃᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒍᑎᐅᓚᕿᓲᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᒻᒪᖔᑕ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᒪᖔᑕᓗ, ᖃᑦᓯᓂᓪᓗ 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖃᕐᒪᖔᑕ, ᑎᒥᖏᑦᑕᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᖔᑕ ᖃᓄᕐᓗ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᓯᒪᒻᒪᖔᑕ ᑐᖓᓕᕆᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ 

ᑕᑯᔭᐅᓗᑭᖃᑦᑕᓕᕐᓂᖏᑦᑎᒍ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᑰᕆᐅᑎᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕈᑎᑦᓴᑖᕐᕕᐅᓚᕿᓲᒍᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 



ᓇᓗᓀᒃᑯᓯᕐᑕᐅᒋᐊᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑐᒥᑦᑎᓯᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᑐᖁᑕᐅᕙᑦᑐᐃᑦ. ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕆᐊᓖᑦ 

ᖃᐅᔨᒪᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᐅᓲᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓂᕿᖏᑦ ᐁᑦᑐᑑᓯᐅᒍᒻᒪᖔᑕ ᒍᓐᓇᓕᑐᐊᕋᒥᒃ. 

This voluntary reporting is advertised annually through local presentations, social media, and 

pamphlets within our communities. Additionally, polar bear encounters and harvest are monitored 

by the CTA-EMR officers through social media and CTA bush radio (satellite radios). Though 

reporting is not mandatory in the EMR, we believe that the social acceptance of reporting and 

reporting rate are high.  

ᐃᓱᒣᓐᓇᕿᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᐅᑎᐅᖃᑦᑕᑐᕕᓃᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᐅᓲᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᓂᒃ, ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ 

ᑐᓴᕋᑦᓴᐅᑎᖃᑦᑕᒥᑦᓱᒋᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓀᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᓪᓚᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᑎᑦᓯᕙᒻᒥᓱᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᑦᑎᓂ. ᐊᒻᒪᓗᒋᐊᓪᓚᒃ, ᓇᓄᐃᑦ 

ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᑐᐃᑦ ᐊᓐᓂᑐᕐᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᑐᐃᓪᓗ ᐃᑉᐱᒋᔭᐅᓲᑦ ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ 

ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ/ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᓐᓄᓗ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᑐᓴᕋᑦᓴᖑᕐᑎᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓪᓓᑦ 

ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖏᑦᑕ ᓄᓇᒥᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᓈᓚᐅᑎᑎᒍᑦ (ᖁᒻᒧᐊᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑎᒍᑦ ᐅᕚᕈᑎᒃᑯᑦ). 

ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᓪᓗᑯᖕᖏᑲᓗᐊᕈᑎᒃ ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᖃᓄᐃᖕᖏᒥᔪᖅ, ᐅᑉᐱᕈᓱᑦᑐᒍᑦ ᓇᐅᓕᒫᑦ ᑕᒪᑦᓱᒥᖓ 

ᖃᐅᔨᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᓕᐊᒍᓯᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐊᖏᕐᑕᐅᓯᒪᑦᓯᐊᕆᐊᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᖃᑦᑕᑐᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᕋᑕᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ. 

 

Figure 1: Example of EMR polar bear reporting package. 

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅ ᑕᑯᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᒃ 1: ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᓕᐊᒍᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᔪᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ 

ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᒍᑎᐅᓲᖅ. 

 

 

 



Polar Bear Sighting Notices and Deterrent Services: 

ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᔪᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᑎᑦᓯᒍᑏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᒍᑦᔨᒍᑎᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᑎᑦᓯᒍᑏᑦ 

The Cree Trappers’ Association utilizes the voluntary polar bear observation reporting system as a 

way to provide notices to land users and community members when polar bears are near a 

community or near hunting camps and frequented areas. These announcements are made through 

social media and bush radio. Additionally, the CTA has set aside funding to aid in the monitoring 

and deterrence of polar bear during the spring goose harvest. We believe that these services play a 

key role in the success of our voluntary reporting program. 

ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᑦᓴᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᓱᒣᓐᓇᕿᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᐅᒍᒪᑉᐸᑕ 

ᐊᑐᕐᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᑦᓴᓕᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᑉᐱᒍᓱᒐᓱᐊᕈᑎᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᒍᑎᐅᔪᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒍᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ 

ᓄᓇᒥᓲᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕐᖃᑎᒌᓄᓪᓗ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᓯᒪᕕᖏᑦᑕ ᖃᓂᕐᑐᔪᕕᓂᐅᑐᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑎᑭᕋᕐᑕᐅᓗᑭᓲᓂᒃ. 

ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᓪᓚᕆᑦᑐᕆᔭᕗᑦ ᐃᓱᒣᓐᓇᕿᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᑦᓭᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓱᑎᒃ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᑎᐅᓲᒍᒻᒪᑕ. 

 

 

Figure 2: Example of social media posting for polar bear sightings near the community of Wemindji. 

ᑐᖓᓕᐊ ᑕᑯᑦᓴᐅᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᒃ 2: ᐆᑦᑐᕋᐅᑎᒃ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᒍᑎᐅᓲᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓱᒋᑦ ᓇᓗᓀᕐᓯᒍᑎᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ 

ᑕᑯᕕᐅᔪᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᒍᐃᒥᓐᔨᐅᑉ ᓄᓇᓕᖓᑕ ᓴᓂᐊᓂ. 

Polar Bear Safety Training:  

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑐᒦᑦᑌᓕᑎᑦᓯᒐᓱᐊᕐᓂᒧᑦ ᐱᒋᐅᕐᓴᑎᑦᓯᓃᑦ: 

In response to concerns raised by land users, the CTA-EMR department began offering polar bear 

safety training sessions in 2019. The CTA, in partnership with the EMRWB and Andy McMullen’s 

BEARWISE, offered 3-day workshops in each coastal community. Tallymen, land-users, and 

relevant community workers were invited to participate. These workshops provided information on 

polar bear ecology, guidance on preventing and responding to polar bear encounters, and hands-on 

training for non-lethal polar bear deterrents (Figure 3).   



ᓄᓇᒥᓲᓄᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᐃᑦ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᑭᐅᒍᑎᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ, ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ/ᐄᔫᑦ 

ᑕᕆᐅᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑐᒥᑦᑎᓯᑦᑌᓕᒍᑎᑦᓴᓂᒃ ᐱᒋᐅᕐᓴᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 2019-ᒥ. 

ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖃᑎᒌᔭᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ Andy McMullen BEARWISE 

(ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᐅᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒻᒪᑦ), ᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐊᕈᓯᖃᕐᑎᓯᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᑐᓂ ᑕᕆᐅᑉ ᓯᓈᓂᒥᐅᓂᒃ 

ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂᒃ. Tallymen, ᓄᓇᒥᓲᓪᓗ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒋᐊᓖᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᒻᒥᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐊᕈᓯᕐᓂ 

ᖃᐅᔨᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᖃᕐᓂᖃᓲᖅ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑎᒥᖏᑕ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᓱᒃᑯᐊᕿᑦᑌᓕᒍᑎᑦᓴᓂᓗ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᖅ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ 

ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᒋᐊᖃᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᑲᑎᔭᐅᒍᑎᒃ, ᑕᑯᑎᑕᐅᓲᒍᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᓱᓀᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᒪᖔᑕ ᖃᓄᖅ ᑐᖁᒍᓐᓀᓗᒍ 

ᐊᑐᕐᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᒪᖔᑕ (ᐱᖓᔪᐊᓂ ᑕᑯᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᒃ 3-ᒥᑦᑐᑦ). 

Following a spike in polar bear encounters in the spring of 2022, land users requested another 

offering of these courses. In 2023, the three-day course was offered in Waskaganish, Wemindji and 

Chisasibi due to heightened human-polar bear interactions observed in each locality. 

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᖕᖑᓕᐅᒥᔪᐊᓗᒻᒪᑕ 2022 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖓᓂ ᐅᐱᕐᖓᓴᒥ, ᓄᓇᓂᖃᑦᑕᓲᑦ 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑕᐅᒋᐊᒃᑲᓂᒋᐊᖃᓯᓚᐅᔪᑦ. 2023 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖓᓂ, ᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑦᓯᖃᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᒍᐊᔅᑳᑲᓂᔅᒥ, 

ᒍᐃᒥᓐᑎᒥ ᓯᓵᓯᐱᒥᓗ ᑕᑯᑦᓴᐅᓕᐅᒥᔪᐊᓗᒻᒪᑕ ᑖᒃᑯᓇᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ. 

The CTA retains a list of all trained community members as a resource to hire polar bear guards for 

research and tourism purposes.  

ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓ ᐊᓪᓚᓯᒪᑦᓯᐊᑐᑦ ᐱᒋᐅᕐᓴᖃᑕᐅᔪᕕᓂᓕᒫᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕐᖃᑎᒌᓂᒃ 

ᐃᑲᔪᕐᑎᐅᒍᒫᕐᓂᐊᓯᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐅᖑᒪᑦᓯᔨᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᑎᓄᑦ ᐳᓛᕆᐊᕐᓯᒪᔪᓄᓪᓗ. 

In addition to hosting polar bear safety workshops, the CTA-EMR department provides free non-

lethal polar bear deterrents to coastal land users.  

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑐᒦᑦᑎᓯᑦᑌᓕᒍᑎᑦᓭᑦ ᐊᓯᐊᒍᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐊᕈᓯᖃᕐᑎᓯᖃᑦᑕᓂᖃᓚᐅᔪᒻᒥᔪᑦ, ᐊᓪᓓᑦ 

ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ/ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦᑕ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᖓ ᐊᑭᖃᖕᖏᑐᓂᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ 

ᕿᒫᑎᑦᓯᒐᓱᐊᕈᑎᑦᓴᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᓯᓈᓂᒥᐅᑦ ᓄᓇᒥᓲᒍᓂᖏᑦ ᐁᑦᑐᑐᕐᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 



 

Figure 3: Coastal Tallymen Practicing Non-Lethal Polar Bear Deterrent Methods 

ᐱᖓᔪᐊ ᑕᑯᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᒃ 3: ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑐᖁᒍᓐᓀᓗᒋᑦ ᕿᒫᑎᑦᓯᒐᓱᐊᕈᑎᐅᓱᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐊᑐᕐᑕᐅᓲᒍᒻᒪᖔᑕ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑦᓯᓂᖅ 

 

Current Cree Harvest Levels: 

ᑕᒐᑕᒐ/ᒫᓐᓇ ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᐊᓐᓂᑐᕐᐸᓂᖏᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓪᓗᐊᒪᖔᑕ: 

Throughout the entire Eeyou Marine Region (EMR & Overlap Zones), the CTA has recorded between 

zero and four DLP kills per year, with an average of one DLP kill per year for the entire region (Figure 

4). From observation, years with earlier ice melt have resulted in increased polar bear encounters 

and DLP kills, for example, the four DLP kills in 2021.  

ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᖁᑎᓕᒫᖓᓂ (ᐄᔫᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᓐᓄᓗ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᖃᖃᑎᒌᕝᕕᐅᔪᓕᒫᓂ), ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ 

ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᓯᒪᑦᓯᐊᑐᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑐᖁᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᑐᕕᓃᑦ 0-ᒥᑦ ᓯᑕᒪᓄᑦ ᑎᑭᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ 

ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑑᓕᑐᐊᒪᑕ, ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔭᕐᑐᒥᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑐᖁᑦᓯᖃᑦᑕᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᖁᑎᓕᒫᒥᓂ (ᓯᑕᒪᖓ 

ᑕᑯᑎᑦᓴᐅᑎᖏᑦᓯᒍᑎᒃ 4-ᒥᑦᑐᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ). ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᖏᑦᑎᒍᑦ, ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ ᓯᑯᐃᑲᐱᖃᑦᑕᓕᕐᑎᓗᒍ 

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᖕᖑᓕᐅᒥᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑑᓕᑐᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᑐᖁᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᑐᐃᑦ 

ᐊᒥᓱᖕᖑᓕᐅᒥᓯᒪᒻᒥᓱᑎᒃ, ᐅᑦᑐᕋᐅᑎᒋᓗᒍ, ᓯᑕᒪᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᑐᒥᑦᑎᓯᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᑐᖁᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 2021-ᒥ. 

Additionally, in our reports, it has been expressed that the encounters are related to polar bears 

searching for food and being attracted to scents at camps (fish nets, food in cabins) or in the 

community (garbage dump). We anticipate that these encounters may increase if ice and prey 

sources become less predictable.  



ᐊᒻᒪᓗᒋᐊᓪᓚᒃ, ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᐅᑎᓕᐊᕆᓯᒪᔭᕗᑦ, ᖃᐅᔨᒍᑎᒋᓚᕿᓯᒪᔭᕗᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᓂᖏᑦ 

ᐊᒥᓱᖕᖑᓕᐅᒥᓯᒪᒋᐊᖏᑦ ᓂᕿᑦᓴᓯᐅᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᓯᒪᔨᓐᓂ ᓀᒪᖃᑦᑕᓂᕐᒥᓄᑦ (ᓄᓗᐊᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᓐᓂᐊᕈᑎᓂᒃ, 

ᐃᓪᓗᐱᓐᓂᓗ ᓂᕿᓂᒃ) ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᓘᓐᓃᑦ (ᓴᓂᖃᐅᑎᓂᒃ). ᑕᑯᔭᐅᓗᑭᓐᓂᓴᐅᔪᕆᔭᕗᑦ 

ᓯᑯᐃᑲᐱᓲᒍᓕᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐆᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᓂᕆᓲᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᑕᖃᑦᓯᐊᕈᓀᓕᐅᒥᓯᒪᒍᓇᐅᒻᒪᑦ. 

Within or nearby the EMR-NMR Cree/Inuit Overlap Joint Zone the CTA has recorded five polar bear 

observations, one of which was a defense of life and property kill. This defense of life and property 

kill occurred in November of 2022, near Cape Jones (Figure 5, point 5), where a land user was 

setting a fish net.  

ᐄᔫᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᓪᓗ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦ/ᐱᖃᖃᑎᒌᕝᕕᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᓂᑦᑕᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂᓘᓐᓃᑦ, ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ 

ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓂᖓ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᕃᔪᑦ, ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᑐᖁᑦᓯᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᓕᕐᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᖁᑎᒋᖏᓐᓂᒃ 

ᓱᒃᑯᑎᒋᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᓕᕐᒪᑦ ᑐᖁᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ. ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᑑᑎᔪᕕᓂᖅ ᓅᕕᒻᐸ 2022-ᒍᑎᓪᓗᒍ, Cape Jones Island 

ᓄᕗᐊᓂ (ᑕᓪᓕᒪᖓᑦ ᑕᑯᑎᑦᓴᐅᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᒃ 5, ᓄᓇᖕᖑᐊᒥ 5-ᒥᒃ ᓇᓗᓀᒃᑯᓯᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ), ᓄᓗᑦᔨᒐᓱᐊᕐᑐᖅ ᑖᕙᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᒧᑦ 

ᑎᑭᑕᐅᒐᒥ ᑐᖁᑦᓯᔪᕕᓂᖅ. 

 

 

Figure 4: Defense of Life and Property Kills Reported in the Eeyou Marine Region (ENTIRE REGION) 

(2003-2024) (blue) with average DLP kills (red dash). 

ᓯᑕᒪᖓᑦ ᑕᑯᑦᓴᐅᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᒃ 4: ᑐᖁᑕᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᖓᓕᕋᒥᒃ ᐱᖁᑎᖏᓪᓗ ᓱᒃᑯᑎᕐᑕᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ 

ᑐᖁᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᑐᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᒍᑎᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᖁᑎᖓᓂ (ᑕᕆᐅᖁᑎᓕᒫᖓᓂ) (2023-2024-ᒥ) 

(ᑐᖑᔪᕐᑕᖅ) ᖃᑦᓰᑦ ᑐᖁᑕᐅᓐᓂᒪᖔᑕ ᓄᐃᑕᑎᑦᓯᔪᖅ (ᐊᐅᐸᕐᑐᖅ ᓇᓗᓀᕐᓯᑎᑦᓗᒍ ᖃᑦᓯᐅᓂᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ) 
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Figure 5:  CTA-EMR Polar Bear Observations – Within/Near EMR-NMR Cree/Inuit Overlap Joint Zone 

(2016-2024). 

ᑕᓪᓕᒪᖓᑦ ᑕᑯᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᒃ 5: ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑐᑦᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ/ᐄᔫᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᒥᐅᖁᑎᖓᓂ 

ᓇᓄᕐᓯᕕᒋᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ - ᑕᕙᓂᓪᓗᑐᖅ/ᖃᓂᑦᑕᕆᔭᖓᓂᓪᓘᓃᑦ ᐊᓪᓓᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᓪᓗ ᑕᕆᐅᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ 

ᐱᖃᖃᑎᒌᕝᕕᖏᑦ ᖃᓕᕆᒻᒪᑕ (2016-ᒥᑦ - 2024 ᑎᑭᑦᓱᒍ). 
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