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801-1550, avenue d’Estimauville
Québec  QC  G1J 0C3

2 July 2019
SUBJECT:   Shorebirds aerial survey in the Waskaganish-Eastmain area, Rupert Bay.
The purpose of this message is to inform the members of Cree communities around the Waskaganish-Eastmain area that the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) of Environment and Climate Change Canada will conduct, a shorebird aerial survey around 11-15 August 2019, weather permitting.
The CWS is responsible of the migratory bird management under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994. This survey consists of a count of shorebirds (plovers, yellowlegs, sandpipers and other shorebirds) transiting in southern James Bay in order to obtain long-term population trends, distribution and abundance of that group of species in Northern Québec in coordination with the annual Ontario shorebirds counts. 

The shorebirds survey is an aerial survey by helicopter and consists of a low altitude passage over the shoreline, usually at high tide. CWS biologists will identify and count birds from the helicopter. From the Ontario border, the helicopter will fly over the western coast of Rupert Bay, south to the mount of the Nottaway River and then along the east coastline, north to Eastmain village with possible passage over Strutton, Charlton, Danby and Jacob islands. The survey should take about 6-7 hours. Please see the attached map for the proposed flight trajectory.
Feel free to use this letter to inform the members of your community about our survey —particularly those who may have summer camps in the area covered by our survey. 
For more information, please contact either myself at 418 649-6135 (yves.aubry@canada.ca) or Mark Mills at 418 649-6133 (mark.mills@canada.ca).
Yours sincerely,
Yves Aubry, shorebirds population biologist
Canadian Wildlife Service
Environment and Climate Change Canada
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